Our Lady of Manaoag
Manaoag, Pangasinan

Feast:  October 7
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Manaoag is the pilgrim town of Pangasinan – a convergence point of people devoted to the Nuestra Senora del Sto. Rosario de Manaoag enshrined in the Church of the Most Holy Rosary.  Said church is one of the most profusely visited in the country, and the image, one of the most duplicated.


The church of Our Lady of Manaoag started as a mission of the Spanish Augustinians from 1595 to 1600.  The town often came under attack by fierce tribes from the Cordilleras and, in an effort to strengthen the moral faith of the townspeople, the parish priest, Tomas Jimenez, entrusted the settlement to the care of the Blessed Virgin Mary under the advocacy of the Queen of the Most Holy Rosary.


The story behind the fair-tone ivory image of Manaoag is as follows:  
”Over 385 years ago, Our Lady first appeared to a middle-aged farmer on top of a hill where the Manaoag Shrine now rises.  Our Lady told the man that she wanted a church to be built on the spot where she was standing.  Since Our Lady “called,” the place began to be known as Manaoag, in the dialect meaning “to call.”


With the beginning of devotion to Our Lady of Manaoag, early pilgrims coming home from their visit would point to the direction where they come from, “Dimad apo a mantatawag” (we come from the Lady who calls).


Today, thousands continue to flock every year to the hilltop where Our Lady of Manaoag’s shrine now stands, especially on the day of her feast.  Spring water from the well is believed to have healed many people with different kinds of diseases.  Devotees usually bring home jugs or other containers filled with the healing spring water from Our Lady’s well.  Our Lady of Manaoag was canonically crowned by the Papal Nuncio in April 1926.
� Gentle Woman, 1997, Maria Ignazia S. Bunuan, SFCC, pp.42-47.
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