Nuestra  Señora de Peñafrancia
Our Lady of Peñafrancia *
Naga City, Camarines Sur        Feast:  3rd Sunday of September
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History relates that the original image of Nuestra Señora de Peñafrancia, or the Virgin of Peñafrancia, now venerated in the Bicol Region, was found by Simon Vela, the heir of a rich French family, in the slopes of Sierra de Francia, a mountain range situated between Spain’s provinces of Salamanca and Caceres.

The arrival of our Lady of Peñafrancia in the Philippines is traced back to the 17th century, when Fr. Miguel de Cabarrubias, then student of theology in the University of Santo Tomas and the son of the Spanish family from San Martin de Castanar
 came to settle in Cavite.  Fr. Miguel suffered from frequent illnesses for which his only relief is the picture of Our Lady of Peñafrancia, saying, “The miracles wrought on me by the virgin of Peñafrancia are so numerous, that I have no tongue to relate them, no paper where to write them, nor numbers to count them….I am the miracle of her miracles.”

Fr. Miguel was instrumental in the building of a church to house Our Lady  as well as to serve the spiritual needs of the natives.  In 1750, Bishop Isidoro Arevalo is given the credit for the construction of the present church because his coat of arms engraved on the upper part of the western side of the church.  The novena and the history of Peñafrancia, the first one ever published, were documented by a well-known Dominican luminary, Msgr. Francisco Gainza. 

In 1924, the Image of Our Lady was crowned by the decree of Pope Pius XI in recognition of the popular veneration by the faithful.  Every year, from May to September, the Image is brought to the different towns of the Bicol region.  The villagers go barefoot in procession wherever she is taken.  She promotes piety and penance because many people go to confession when she visits.

On May 22, 1982, the Image was installed in a beautiful basilica in the outskirts of the city of Naga.
* Gentle Woman, Mary to the Filipinos, Maria Ignazia S. Bunuan, SFCC, pp.128-136.








