PHILIPPINES
“PUEBLO  AMANTE  DE  MARIA”

A  PEOPLE  IN  LOVE  WITH  MARY*
The outstanding characteristic of the Church in the Philippines is to be a “pueblo amante de Maria” -  a people in love with Mary.  Even before the coming of the Spanish missionaries, there was a small dark image of the Blessed Virgin known only as coming “from the sea” and venerated on the shores of Manila Bay.  Thus originated the devotion to Nuestra Señora de Guia, Our Lady, Guide of the Way, the oldest extant image of Mary in the Philippines.

The typical Filipino approach to Christ, therefore, is with and through Mary.  Devotion to Mary has always been intimately intertwined with Christ.  The two central mysteries of our Faith in Christ:  the mystery of the Incarnation celebrated at Christmas and the mystery of Redemption celebrated during Holy Week are deeply marked by the veneration of Mary.  This is portrayed graphically in the Simbang Gabi (Misa de Gallo or de Aguinaldo) and the Panunuluyan at Christmas time as well as the Salubong on Easter Morning.

Marian devotion and piety come naturally to Filipinos.  Mary is deeply involved in each of the five Filipino characteristics leading us to Christ.  The “family altar” in so many Filipino homes bears witness to Mary as mother of Jesus and our spiritual mother.  She is at the center of our family-orientedness.  As celebration and meal-oriented, Mary’s month of May is noted for the fiestas in her honor and pilgrimages to her shrines.  For suffering in life, Mary is venerated as the Mater Dolorosa (the Sorrowful Mother) whose “Perpetual Help” compassion and love is sought through popular novenas and devotions.

As bayani-oriented, we have Mary as our Queen, the loving mother of Christ our King.  Moreover, she is the young maiden whose life commitment of “Be it done to me according to your word” is repeated thrice daily in the Angelus.  Finally, as spirit-oriented, Mary is venerated precisely as the woman upon whom the Holy Spirit came, that her offspring would be called Son of God.  The many Our Lady of Lourdes “grottos” throughout the country testify to the Filipino attraction to her many apparitions.
Devotion to Ang Mahal na Birhen (the Blessed Virgin Mary) has greatly helped many simple Filipinos to remain Catholics.  Their deep devotion to the Mother of God has been the strongest force keeping their faith alive.  Mary has been and remains the central inspiring force in bringing about a deeper evangelization of the masses of the people - “the safeguard for the preservation of our Catholic Faith, and the principle of deeper and fuller evangelization.”

For many Filipino Catholics, Jesus Christ has become a real Person in their lives through their devotion to Mary, His Mother, who knows Him best.”

* Source:  Catechism for Filipino Catholics








